In particular, Symposium 8 on Emerging Technologies was brand new and aimed to solicit emerging and cutting-edge research works that are aligned with the general theme of SMASIS but may not fit in other already established symposia. Each symposium featured invited speakers, in addition to technical papers, oral presentations, and poster contributions. We sincerely thank the Executive Committee, members of the ASME Aerospace Division Adaptive Structures and Material Systems Branch, the Symposium Chairs/Co-Chairs, and ASME staff for their tremendous support and hard work to make this a successful conference.
This special issue features research works that were presented in Bioinspired Smart Materials and Systems (Symposium 6) and Energy Harvesting (Symposium 7). Shortly after SMASIS 2017, the authors were invited to submit a full journal manuscript on the topic presented at the conference for consideration of publication and inclusion in this Smart Materials and Structures special issue. Following the standard peer-review process, the seven papers that appear in this special issue showcase the exceptional quality and breadth of research presented at 0964-1726/18/110201+02$33.00 © 2018 IOP Publishing Ltd Printed in the UK 1
